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]N an effort to stem the rising

trend of aleohol abuse in the

cum. two ministries have

to join forees to help

draw up an aleohol policy for
the country.

- The two ministries — Trade,

Tndustry, Frivale Sector Develop-
ment %El Presidents Special E||1-_

'lﬂ Ves - Maue
the pledge at a wnrkshnp held in
Accra on Thursday by the IMANI-
Centre for Humane Editation, o
ska -Lank dg.:ilc;stad to
rese ceonomic tren
of the workshop
ldpE."I:I.'III.ﬁI' the key issues relat-
mg to alcobol use, including the
negative effects of i its abuse on soci-
ety, and to discuss effective policy
measures that could be taken to
‘address these issues,

Also present at the workshop to
guide the focus of the discussions
was Dr Keith Evans, the Principal
Advisor on Drugs Policy to the
Government of South Australia,
who also advised on the develop-
ment of a national aleohol strategy
for England and Scotland.

He advised that any aleohel pal-

should be in line with

factors and be balanced,

t.&lrmg into account all stakehold-

ers, including the alcohol beverage

industry, aleohol abusers and non-
drinkers,

He stressed that the only way
that any policy would be successful
was through partnership among
key stakeholders, the govemme:nt
and the wider community.

“Aleohol can be a good friend
but also a terrible enemy,” Dr
Evans =aid. “What iz needed is a

policy that not only addresses ear-
rent aleohol issues but also man-
ages the potential for future prob-

ﬁ.mpre.ﬂentahve of the Ministry
of Health, Rev Jonathan Yaw
Martey, who is also the actin
Deputy Director of the Food an

* Drugs Board (FDE), spoke on the

dangers associated with aleohol
abuse, including birth defects,
reduced liver function and impo-
tence, zaying, “The need to move
away from such behaviours that
impinge negatively on our health
cannot be overemphasised.”

He noted that the socio-econom-
ic effects of alenhol abuse were also
significant and pledged the support
of the Ministry of Health to curtail
the abuse of aleohol and drugs

adding that, “the Ministry of

Health will spearhead a multl-zec-
toral strategy to develop a compre-
hensive policy aimed at reducing
the use of alcohol and other sub-
stances of abuse that have a nega-
tive impact on our SoCio-economic
development.”

A speech was also delivered on
behalf of the Deputy Minister of
Trade and Industry, Ms Gifly
Ohene Konadu, who said while
aleohol abuse was extremely harm-
ful to both the individual and soci-

ety, alcohol could also be used as a
tmi of economic empowerment.
“Aleohol is a potential luerative
source of tax revenue for the mov-
ernment. It provides employment
and incomes and even foreign
efxchm?e for the country from its
she said, adding, “The bal-
n.nm among revenue, health and
employment should, therefore, be

mmﬁﬂ;rmumdmﬂdanﬂthebest

practice duly chosen.”
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IN an effort to stem the rising
trend of alcohol abuse in the
country, two ministries have
deci to join forces to help
draw up an alcohol policy for
the country.

- The two II:IJJ]IEt['l.ES — Trade

the pledga at a wurkshup hﬂlﬂ in
Accra on Thursday by the IMANI-
Centre for Humane Edifation, a
gocial think-tank dedicated to
researching ceonomic trends.

The e of the workshop
was to identify the kev issues relat-
ing to aleohol use, including the
negative effects of its abuse on soci-
ety, and to discuss effective policy
measures that could be taken to
‘address these issues.

Also present at the workshop to
guide the focus of the discussions
was Dr Keith Evans, the Principal
Advizor on Drugs Policy to the
Government of South Australia,
who also advised on the develop-
ment of a national alechol strategy
for England and Scotland.

He advised that any aleohol pol-
ity a should be in line with
cult factors and be balanced,
taking into account all stakehold-
ers, including the alcohal beverage
industry, aleohol abusers and non-
drinkers.

He strossed that the only way
that any policy would be suceessful
was through partnership among
key stakeholders, the government
and the wider community.

“Aleohol can be a pood frmnd
but also a terrible enemy,” Dr
pﬁﬁﬁnsﬂﬂ;ﬂ. mmddnf:dﬂd is a

iy t not i HEES CUT-
rent aleohol issues but alse man-
ﬁ the potential for future prob-

8.

A representative of the Ministry

of Health, Rev Jonathan Yaw
Mart.ey, who is also the aeti ang
Deputy Director of the Food

* Drugs Board (FDB), spoke on the

dangers associated with aleohol
abuse, including birth defects,
reduced liver Tunction and impo-
tence, saying, “The need to move
away from such behaviours that
impinge negatively on our health
cannot be overemphasised.”

3 t() .

He noted that the socio-econom-
ic effects of aleohol abuse were also
D?,rmﬁcam and pledged the support

the Ministry uf Health to curtail
the abuse of aleohol and drugs
addmﬁ that, “the Ministry of

will c.prrmhand a multi-scc-
toral strategy to develop a compre-
hengive policy aimed at reducing
the use of alecohol and other sub-
stances of abuse that have a nega-
tive impact on our SeCI0-SCONOIMIE
development.”

A speech was also delivered on
behalf of the Deputy Minister of
Trade and Industry, Ms Gilty
Ohene Konadu, who said while
aleohol abuse was extremely harm-
ful to both the individual and soci-

ety, aleohol could also be used as a
toal of economic empowerment.

“Aleohol is a potential luerative
source of tax revenue for the gov-
ernment. It provides employment
and incomes and even foreign
exchange for the country from its
export,” she said, adding, “The bal-
ance AmMONG revenue, th and
am t should, therefore, he

carefully considered and the best

practice duly chosen.”
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By Francis Xah

VAILABLE
data indi-
cates that, last
year, 25,633
tonnes of ethyl
“aleohel
16.6 million
dollars was
imported into the
country.

The increase is
fueled by the high
domestic demand
for aleoholic bever-
ages.

Ethyl alcohol is.

the raw material
used for the produc-
tion of alechol.
Gifty Ohene
Konadu, Deputy
Minister of Trade,
Industry, PSI and

P51y, who ' an-
nounced this at a na-
tional alecholic

warkshop organised
by IMANI, a Ghana-
ian think tank dedi-
cated to research
into economic

worth.

trends for businesses
in Accra last week
said the increase in

the importation of

the product has
compelled the gov-
ernment to review

the tax regime on

the product in order
to rake in more rev-
enue.

“Ninety million
litres of beer was
produced in zoos,
while 2.7 million
litres of hard liquor
was produced dur-
ing the same period
last year, indicating
that the consump-
tion of alcoholic
products is on the
increase,” she said.

She said most de-
veloping countries
raised much of their
revenue through the
aleohol industry eit-
ing the case of South
Africa that gener-
ates more revenue
from the industry,

“Alcoho] tax

BUSINESS

—Trade Minister

policy is longfbver-
due for Ghana, we
must have a com-
prehensive policy on
alcohol ' just like
South Africa and
Kenya,” she
stressed.

Mrs. Konadu said
the workshop could
not have come at an
opportune  time
than now; when the
nation is trying to
carve out ingenious
ways of taxing differ-
ent products, in-

cluding mobile
phones.
Mrs Konadu

however conceded
that alcohol has two
faces, “it is a villain
giving rise to social
problems, and a
hero riding to the
reseiie with copious
fiscal returns”.

The Minister of
Health, Courage

Quashigah, also ina -

speech read on his
behalf, said  the
Health Ministry is
concerned about

the escalating use of

alecholic beverages
by Ghanaians, espe-
cially the youth.

“Lo nlg before
medie al science
recognised the

health risks inherent
in uncontrolled con-
sumption of alcohol,
God, through the
Bible, had already
sounded the alarm
bells in Froverbs 23:
59-33, to draw
man’s attention to
the adverse effects
of unbridled con-
sumption of alco-
hol,” he zaid.

The minister
mentioned birth de-
formities, impo-
tence, canger, men-
tal, liver, and low
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Gifty Ohene-Konadu, Deputy Ministerf Trade,
Industry, PSD & PSI

body temperature,
as some of the harm-
ful effects associated
with chronic high in-
take of alcohol.

Major Quashigah
said in recent times
his Ministry has
called for a shift from
curative medicine to
preventive medicine
in our health care
delivery.

He said the regen-
erative health con-
cept emphasises on
nutrition, promo-
tion = of ealth,

healthy lifestyles,
and healthy envi-
ronment.

A healthy
lifestyle is not built
upon high consump-
tion of alechel, to-
bacco smoking,
abuse of drugs, and
bad-eating habits,”

the minister
stressed.
He cautioned

that, there is the
need to move away
from behaviours
that impinge nega-
tively on our health,
and called for the

curtailment of high
alcohol consump-
tion in the country.
Franklin Cudjoe,
Executive Director
of IMANI, said the
Food and Drugs
Board (FDB) was re-
cently taken to court
for banning alco-
holic adverts, be-
cause it had called
for responsible pro-
duction, promotion,
and marketing of al-
coholic beverages.
He said the FDBE
had done the right
thing as the regula-
tor in the industry.




