Ghana National Alcohol Policy
Notes from the

Workshop held on November 29 2007

Group 1

How will the policy address the harms

· All companies should have a policy of random breathalysing to reduce drinking at work

· No alcohol should be sold at lorry stations, and this should be supported by the drivers’ union

· Bar operators must have a licence to operate a bar and servers must be trained before they are permitted to work in a bar

· Social marketing campaign must be conducted by alcohol producers

· Advertising must be regulated and not target underage

Group 2

Harms from alcohol misuse

· Increasing road accidents due to drunk drivers

· Increase in metal health cases

· Increase in alcohol-related domestic violence, leading to family break up, single parenthood, child neglect and school drop out rate

· Increase in underage drinking

· Rising crime rate

· Increase in health problems

· General social disorder and destruction of property

How will the policy address the harms

· Enforce drink drive legislation
· Stop alcohol sales in lorry stations

· Consistent widespread alcohol education

· Parents to be punished if children caught drinking

· Withdrawal of retail licence if caught selling to underage

· Restrict trading hours

· Stiffer sentences for offenders

· Community service to reform behaviour

Group 3

Harms from alcohol misuse

· Broken families
· School drop outs

· Low productivity

· Crime

· Road and machinery accidents

· Unsafe sex

· Indecent behaviour

· Poor health

· Domestic violence

· Declining education standards

Causes for concern

· Drink driving

· Advertising content(use of music and songs)

· Excessive drinking

· Drinking on the job

· Underage drinking

How will the policy address the harms

· Reduce road accidents

· Compliance with FDB guidelines on advertising

· Reduce incidence of excessive drinking

· Reduce incidence of on the job drinking

· Cut consumption by underage drinkers

· No under 18s should be allowed to work in licensed premisies

· Penalties for offenders should be strict and enforced
· Define units of alcohol and responsible drinking

Group 4

How will the policy address the harms

· Identification of all stakeholders: underage, pregnant women, commercial drivers

· Education campaigns through government agencies

· Strategise educational messages for each stakeholder
· Heavy penalties for offenders – drunk drivers, bar servers

· Restricted trading hours

· Regulation of advertising and bar locations

· Build the capacity of law enforcement agencies, especially regarding dealing with producers of illicit alcohol

· Regulate the content of alcohol beverages

Group 5
Harms from alcohol misuse
· Increase in criminal activities

· Health problems – liver; HIV

· Economic related problems

· Increase in road accidents

· Parents not caring for their children

· Broken homes and domestic violence

Causes for concern

· Cultural norms – funerals and ceremonies

· The culture of parents sending children to buy alcohol

· Advertising of alcohol beverages

· Poverty

· Ignorance of the product and the potential harms

How will the policy address the harms

· Sensitization and awareness campaigns

· Enactment of appropriate laws

· Illegal to sell to under 18s

· Making everyone responsible, especially parents

· Penalties for offenders

· Self regulation and monitoring of behaviour

· Enforcement of the policy backed with appropriate resources

· Reduce advertising of alcohol products

· All stakeholders should be part of policy making

· A toll free hot line to report offenders

Group 6
Harms from alcohol misuse

· Health hazards

· Drain on human resources: low productivity, death, mental illness

· Increase in violent crime

· Increased road accidents

· A lot of capital resources invested in treatment

· Poverty – loss of jobs due to drunkenness, broken homes

· Spousal abuse

· Spread of HIV

Causes for concern

· Youth involvement in alcohol consumption

· Increased rate of the spread of HIV through the indecent behaviour of drunks

· Increased crime

· High demand for alcohol and the need to increase production to satisfy demand

· Destruction of human resources and loss of dignity

· Concern for the future of the country

· Religious concerns abiout consumption

· Alcohol is not recognized as a drug, but as a beverage
How will the policy address the harms

· Education: massive public education is needed on the harmful effects of misuse, and the law
· Faith based education

· Counseling and rehabilitation services offering free treatment

· Setting standard alcohol content for all drinks to make them less harmful
· Should not be business unfriendly

· Trade regulations on the importation of alcohol

· Change the drinking culture

· Punishment of unlicensed producers and sellers of alcohol

· Strict enforcement of the law especially regarding sales to under 18s

· Strict measures regarding the production and sale of alcohol

